Whether a disaster is due to natural, technological, or human-caused events, most communities will eventually recover but the extent of the recovery depends upon the nature of the event and their pre-event preparedness. Unfortunately, when disaster strikes, most communities in the United States are prepared to respond but not prepared to recover. Damage experienced by their built environment is always an unwelcome surprise.
The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is developing and implementing guidelines and tools for community resilience planning. The Community Resilience Planning Guide for Buildings and Infrastructure Systems was recently published and offers a comprehensive planning approach that accounts for the support needed to restore community social functions and recognize the dependencies across infrastructure systems.
Structural Engineers need to advocate and assist in the development of their Community's Disaster Resilience Plan and then design, evaluate, and retrofit the buildings and systems they work on to meet those goals by using the available guidelines, codes and standards. 
